
This month is Fire Prevention month and it is only proper to reminisce one of the most devastating man made 

events to take place in our area, the Romero Canyon Fire. 

 

October 1971 looked very much like this year‘s October: the last rain had taken 

place several months back, overgrown dried brush with low humidity levels 

dominated the landscape, the temperatures were elevated and the dry sun-
downer and Santa Ana winds were blowing. There was a significant difference, 

though in 1971: for the past months more than 25 incendiary fires had been 

started. Fire personnel were on maximum alert and established checkpoints and 

patrols to help prevent a major event. 

 

Unfortunately, this setting was but the perfect stage for Pat Russ, a compulsive and professional arsonist with 

a troubled childhood –he was the son of his grandfather –and a life long trail of arson related crimes which had 

previously taken him to spend seven years in prison. That Wednesday, October 6, he was driving to see his 

wife –who had recently left him for his brother—when the urge to start a fire crept on him. He made up his 

mind and picked a spot near Bella Vista Road, between Romero Canyon and East Ladera Lane. 

 

The fire was discovered at 3:57 pm and reported immediately. As the dispatcher was broadcasting, all the fire 

agencies started to respond at once. Five minutes later, every available unit was on its way, two aerial tankers 

were being filled with retardant and four more were on its way. ―Well, it‘s going to be a long day‖, one of the 

first-on-scene fireman radioed back to headquarters, aware of the fire‘s magnitude.  

 

And even though preparedness was at a very early stage, residents began to gather their possessions in 

preparation for evacuation. ―Each fire I pack a little less‖, a young woman mentioned as she was ready to de-

part a mobile home which would eventually burn down by 6pm. 

  

After 11 days of a rollercoaster battle, the fire reaches Rincon Creek in Carpinteria, about 9 miles East of its 

origin. With the force of close to 200,000 man hours, 28 aircraft and over 100 fire engines, the fire is finally 

contained. The ending toll is 14.5 charred acres and, sadly, three dead forest service crews and a bulldozer 

operator as well as 87 more injured during the fight. The arsonist gets caught on a different event, confesses 

to have started this and other fires, but pleads insanity and is liberated after four years of hospitalization. 

 

Today, we celebrate the bravery of those who fought, the preparedness of the ones who looked ahead of time 

and the community whose resiliency allowed it to get back on its feet after one of the largest catastrophes of 

SB‘s recent history: the Romero Canyon Fire. For more information click here.  
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12–Months to Preparedness 
Mess Kits!   

So you‘ve got your shelf stable preparedness rations,  your can opener and your heat/cooking source.  We‘ve 

covered all the basics and at this point, in a disaster, you could survive with what you have.  But why pass 

around a can of beans when you can get a mess kit and maintain some of the comforts of normalcy during what 

is sure to be an uncertain time.  A mess kit is just some dishes and silverware usually used for camping or 

backpacking (because it is durable, easy to store, and lightweight!)  You can get these online or in most camp-

ing stores and they are usually made of aluminum.  Get at least one, but if you can get one for each member of 

your family.   

Like us on Facebook!   

We‘ve said it once and we‘ll say it again, have you liked us on Facebook?  We post information you need to 

know about and we want to make sure you hear it.  Don‘t wait until a disaster strikes to find our page—research 

shows most people do just that—if you prepare ahead of time and like us beforehand you may get some infor-

mation you could have used before the disaster instead of during it.  We also love to interact, so reach out to 

us, ask questions and participate!  This is your community and the better prepared you are, the better prepared 

we are as a whole! 

Get Ready, Santa Barbara! 

Increasing emergency awareness and preparedness in our 

community 
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WHAT AND WHY TERRORISM? 
So, what is ‗Terrorism‘? The U.S. Department of 
Justice  definition of terrorism is; ―the unlawful 
use of force or violence against persons or prop-
erty to intimidate or coerce a government, the 
civilian population, or any segment thereof, in 
furtherance of political or social objectives‖.  
 
Terrorism may be perpetrated by foreign or do-
mestic individuals or groups. While the United 
States has not had as many terrorist incidents as 
some other countries, we have had several seri-
ous attacks including: 
 The bombing of the World Trade Center

(1993) 
 The bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 

Building in Oklahoma City (1995) 
 The bombing of the Atlantic Olympic games 

(1996) 
 Bombings at family planning clinics and gay 

bars in the Atlanta area (1996 and 1997) 
 The destruction of the World Trade Center 

and a portion of the Pentagon (2001) 
 The sending of anthrax through the U.S. 

mail (2001) 
 And just recently, the shooting at the Naval 

Base on September 17, 2013.  
 
Each of these incidents demonstrates that we 
live with the possibility of additional terrorist 
attacks on our own soil.  
 
Terrorist attacks can occur with or without warn-
ing. Because of the nature of terrorist attacks, 
they are, and are often intended to, result in: 
 Mass Casualties 

 Loss of critical resources 

 Disruption of vital services 
 Disruption of the economy 

 Heightened fear 

 
Terrorist chose their targets to meet specific 
goals. For example, the Oklahoma City bombing 
was a strike against the Federal Government. 
The September 11, 2001 attacks targeted both 
our economic center and our military establish-
ment while raising casualty levels to new heights 
and changing the way Americans think about 
their safety.  
 
So, what targets do terrorist choose? The follow-
ing is a short list of potential targets: 
 Seats of government 

 Key industries 

 Bridges, subways, tunnels and other key 

transportation facilities 
 Water supplies and utilities 

 Places of historical significance 

 Areas where large amounts of people con-

gregate, such as, parades or athletic and 
entertainment events.  

 
TERRIORIST WEAPONS 
Experts generally agree that there are five (5) 
categories of possible terrorist weapons. The 
acronym CBRNE will help you to remember these 
five categories: 
1. Chemical 
2. Biological 
3. Radiological 

4. Nuclear 
5. High-yield explosives 
 
Chemical Weapons. Unlike biological agents or 
nuclear materials, which are difficult to produce 
or purchase, the ingredients used to produce 
chemical weapons are found in common prod-
ucts and petrochemicals. Terrorist can turn these 
common products into lethal weapons. There are 
five (5) categories of chemical weapons: 
1. Blister agents 
2. Blood agents 
3. Choking agents 
4. Nerve agents 
5. Riot-control agents 
 
Biological Weapons. Biological agents are 
found in nature and can also be manufactured. It 
is possible to weaponize biological agents so that  
they can be disseminated to affect broad seg-
ments of the population, animal populations or 
crops. Some biological agents are contagious, 
but many are not. Routes of exposure for bio-
logical weapons are: 
 Inhalation 

 Ingestion 
 Absorption 

 
Radiological Weapons. Radiation is energy in 
the form of waves or particles given off during 
radioactive decay or as a consequence of certain 
physical processes that we can control. Exam-
ples are X-ray machines and particle accelera-
tors. Radiation cannot be seen smelled or other-
wise detected by normal senses.  
 
Nuclear Weapons. A nuclear weapon is an 
explosive devise that derives its destructive 
force from nuclear reaction. All nuclear devices 
cause deadly effects when exploded, including 
blinding light, intense heat, initial nuclear radia-
tion, blast, fires started by the heat pulse, sec-
ondary fires caused by the destruction, and 
widespread radioactive material that can con-
taminate the air, water and ground surfaces for 
miles around.  
 
High-Yield Explosives. High-yield explosives 
are the most commonly used terrorist weapons 
because they are easy to get, easy to hide and 
activate, and they can cause extensive damage. 
While terrorists have used military munitions 
such as grenades, mortars, and shoulder-fired 
surface-to-air missiles, experts rate high-yield 
explosives in the form of impro-
vised explosive devices (IED) as 
a greater threat.  
 
Remember to be aware of your 
surroundings and if something 
doesn‘t look right report it to 
the authorities right away.  A 
sheriff deputy once told me, ―he 
would rather have a suspicious 
package reported and say 
you’re sorry later, than being sorry you never 
reported it.”  
 
 

Excepts taken from the CERT Instructor Manual, January 2011 

Terrorism 
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Oklahoma Bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah 

Federal Building—April 19, 1995 



By the dawning of the twentieth century Santa 

Barbara was already being identified as an im-

portant touristic destination. With a population 

of 7,000, the growing town discovered a golden 

opportunity to offer its services to a larger 

population as the Southern Pacific coastal rail-

way finally completed in 1901.  

 

The Arlington had ruled as the best stay in the 

area until 1903, when Milo Potter –a hospitality 

industry tycoon –decided to eclipse the competi-

tion with the construction of a hotel which ema-

nated grandeurness: the Potter Hotel. 

 

In January 1902, Mr. Potter had bought and 

announced that Burton‘s Mound, a 30 acres 

parcel defined by the Ocean, Bath, Montecito 

and Chapala Streets, would be housing his new-

est hotel a year from that date. He kept his 

promise. 

 

With 390 guest rooms and its neatly groomed 

gardens –including a zoo and a rose garden –it 

was really magnificent. The Potter had all the 

amenities a hotel could offer at the time and 

even more! A billiard room, a ballroom, bowling, 

gift shops and lounges were offered onsite, 

while golf, tennis, polo, horseback riding and 

others were available offsite at the Potter Coun-

try Club in Hope Ranch. In total, 500 people 

were employed by the Potter Hotel, accounting 

for over 7% of the total population at that time! 

Milo Potter sold the hotel in 1919 and a year 

later it was acquired by the Ambassador chain 

and renamed ―The Ambassador‖. And every-

thing went just fine until April 13, 1921. 

 

Around 3:15 pm, two employees reported hear-

ing the roar of the fire. The hotel‘s alarm system 

was immediately activated and firemen from 

Santa Barbara and its surroundings were called 

in. More than 100 guests and close to 300 staff 

members were safely evacuated thanks to the 

efforts of personnel and volunteers who con-

ducted a room-to-room search. Even boy scouts 

helped out by defining a perimeter to allow fire-

fighters to work without interference. 

 

Nevertheless, one hour later and under fire en-

couraging wind gusts of 50 mph, the roof of the 

main building collapsed and by 6 pm most of the 

structure was consumed. Although the owners 

promised a new hotel, it just never happened. 

 

The Ambassador Park across from West Beach is 

the only piece of what once was the Potter‘s 

main entrance. As for Milo Potter, he died of 

heart failure in his Montecito estate in 1925. 
 
Do you have some Santa Barbara history you want to share?  

Maybe you have some interesting family history you want to 

share or maybe you have a question about something.  We 

want to hear it!  Send us your stories of, or questions about, 

Santa Barbara history to PRomero@SantaBarbaraCa.gov 

Santa Barbara History—Potter Hotel Fire 

Get Involved—Direct Relief International 

medicines for use abroad. This experience in 

handling pharmaceuticals led to the develop-

ment of strict internal protocols regarding the 

suitability of types of products, inventory con-

trols, and the qualifications of trained health 

professionals on the receiving end of aid ship-

ments. This focus also established strong ties to 

U.S. healthcare companies, which have long 

supported their efforts with donations of high-

value pharmaceutical and other medical re-

sources allocated through their assistance 

program. 

 

Since its inception, Direct Relief has pro-
vided aid in response to emergencies and to 

refugee populations. Today, Direct Relief pro-

vides appropriate and specifically requested 

medical resources to community-based institu-

tions and organizations in more than 70 coun-

tries, including the United States. 

 

Since 2000, Direct Relief has provided more 

than $1.4 billion in direct aid through medical 

material assistance and targeted cash grants 

serving people in need worldwide 

 

For more information about Direct Relief and 

how you can get involved go to their website at  

http://www.directrelief.org/. 

In 1945, William Zimdin, an Estonian immi-

grant who had amassed significant wealth in 

prewar Europe, began sending thousands of 

relief parcels containing food, clothing, and 

medicines to relatives, friends, and former em-

ployees who were rebuilding their lives in the 

aftermath of World War II. He established the 

William Zimdin Foundation on August 23, 1948 

as a California-based non-profit corporation. 

 

After Zimdin‘s death in 1951, Dezso (Dennis) 

Karczag, a Hungarian immigrant and Zimdin‘s 

close business associate, assumed manage-

ment of the organization. In 1957, the organi-
zation changed its name to the Direct Relief 

Foundation, and in 1982, re-named again and 

became known as Direct Relief International. 

 

In the late 1950s and early 1960s, Direct Relief 

received many requests for assistance related 

to health issues beyond Europe. The organiza-

tion‘s leadership decided that providing medical 

assistance to indigenous facilities would achieve 

the greatest overall impact. Direct Relief‘s mis-

sion was refined to serve disadvantaged popu-

lations living in medically underserved commu-

nities throughout the world. 

 

In 1962, Direct Relief became licensed as a 

wholesale pharmacy to secure prescription 
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Photo from Edhat Article, Santa Barbara’s 

Grand Hotel—The Potter by Neal Graffy, 

January 24, 2010 

Photo from Edhat Article, Santa Barbara’s 

Grand Hotel—The Potter by Neal Graffy, 

January 24, 2010 

mailto:promero@santabarbaraca.gov
http://www.directrelief.org/
http://www.edhat.com/site/tidbit.cfm?id=3534
http://www.edhat.com/site/tidbit.cfm?id=3534
http://www.edhat.com/site/tidbit.cfm?id=3534
http://www.edhat.com/site/tidbit.cfm?id=3534
http://www.directrelief.org/
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Day 
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13 14 Columbus 

Day 
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Nut Day 
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24 United Na-

tions Day 
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26  All County 

CERT Drill  
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31 Halloween  
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Santa Barbara City Office 

of Emergency Services 
121 W. Carrillo Street 

Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

Phone: 805-564-5711 

Fax: 805-564-5730 

E-mail: DDanetra@SantaBarbaraCA.gov  

City News:  Airport Full Scale Exercise   

 

The Santa Barbara City Airport will be conducting a full-scale disaster exercise on 
Wednesday, October 9, 2013 between 9:00-11:00am. The purpose of the exercise is for 
local emergency organizations to gain practice and preparedness for a mutual aid re-
sponse in the event of a major aircraft disaster. The Airport is required to have a full 
scale exercise every three years.  

Please note that the mock scenario for this exercise will in-
volve a certain amount of smoke that may be seen by those 
traveling on Hollister Avenue between Aero Camino and Los 
Carneros from the airfield area northwest of the main run-
way.  The live exercise will be conducted in compliance with 
Federal Aviation Administration requirements.   

City of Santa Barbara 

Upcoming Events 

Fire Quiz 

1. The leading cause of home fire and inju-
ries is: 
a. Cooking  
b. Electrical 
c. Heating 
d. Smoking 

2. A home with what type of range has a 
higher risk of fire? 
a. Gas 
b. Electric 

3. Which type of cooking equipment causes 
the most fires? 
a. Grill, hibachi or barbecue 
b. Microwave oven 
c. Oven or rotisserie 
d. Range or cooktop 

4. To prevent a stove top fire, it is best to: 
a. Have a lid nearby to extinguish a fire 
b. Stay in the kitchen when frying 
c. Use a large, deep  pan 
d. All of the above 

5. If you have a pan fire: 
a. Move the pan from the burner 
b. Move the pan from the burner and 

turn off the burner 
c. Slide a lid over the pan and turn off 

the burner 
d. Turn off the burner 

6. Most cooking burns seen at emergency 
rooms are caused by contact with hot 
cookware. 
a. True 
b. False 

We‘re on the Web! 

www.santabarbaraca.gov/oes 

and 

https://www.facebook.com/CityofSBOES 

1.a  2.a  3.d  4.b  5. c  6.a 

http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/visitor/things/arts/concerts_in_the_parks.htm
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/fire/oes/default.asp
https://www.facebook.com/CityofSBOES

